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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TEAM FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE REMOVAL AND PREVENTION
EPA CONTRACT 68-01-6669

TO: Bob Bowden 26 April 1983

FROM: Technical Assistance Team TAT-05-F-00130
\
VIA: Jack ‘Ihorserf(/ u,/‘A

RE: Possible Emergency Action at Chicago/Santa Fe Property
TDD #5-8304-16

On. 21 April 1983 TAT was tasked to conduct a preliminary assessment for
a possible emergency action clean up of 57 drums near Kedzie Avenue and
34th St., Chicago.

TAT member Kevin Pierard met with Illinois EPA inspector Lynn Crevillo
on 21 April to discuss the situation and review analyses. The IEPA
received a complaint about the site on 3 March 1983. AZAnalysis of four
drums showed three with very low pH and one (fibre drum containing
white powder) to have a very high pH. Samples from the three low pH
drums were also analyzed for metals using EP Toxicity procedures.
Metals, overall, were very high. No cvanide analysis was completed by
the IEPA. The Illinois State ©Police Department of Criminal
Investigation has (according to IEPA) accumulated a great deal of
evidence and are confident they will find a responsible party.

On 22 April 1983 TAT members Kevin Pierard and Doug Ballotti met with
Metropolitan Sanitary District (MSD) personnel at approximately 1330.
MSD was providing site security during the day. At 1345 Lynn Crevillo
(IEPA) arrived. It appeared that the drums were dumped at the top of a
very steep embankment and allowed to roll down the embankment close to
the Santa Fe railroad tracks. The IEPA estimates the drums have been
at this location for well over a year. The drums were in very poor
condition and most were leaking.

TAT entered the site in level "C" protection and tested approximately
10 drums that contained liquid using pH paper. All drums contained
low pH material. A sample of the white powder, that IEPA had found to
have a pH of 12.71 was mixed with acidic liquid from an adjacent drum
in a sample jar. While mixing the two materials, the reaction was
monitored with cyanide draeger tubes. The draeger tubes reaction was
negative. A sample of this powder was obtained for cyanide analysis by
the USEPA.

Roy F. Weston, Inc.
SPILL PREVENTION & EMERGENCY RESPONSE DIVISION
In Association with Jacobs Engineering Group Inc., Tetra Tech, Inc., and ICF Incorporated



The area where the drums were dumped is heavily used by local residents
for recreational activities. Because of frequent public use and the
deteriorated condition of the drums there is a great potential for
public contact with strong acids and bases.

IEPA analysis on the white powder for cyanide should be complete during
the week of 25 April 1983. Pending results of the cyanide analyses, it
should be noted that it is possible that cyanide bearing wastes oould
contact the acids on site.

Doug Ballotti
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TDD# 5-8304-16
Chicago/Santa Fe - 4/22/83
' 3;00 pm

Picture shows drums at top of embankment
looking to the Northeast

TDD # 5-8304-16
Chicago/ Santa Fe %{5%§%3

Picture shows drums zand spillage at base of
embankment. Picture taken looking North




TDD# 5-8304-16 4/22/83
Chicago/Santa Fe 3:04 pm

Piqture shows drums on embankment and plating
vat at the base. Picure taken looking Northeast

TDD# 5-8304-16 4/22/83
Chicago/ Santa Fe 3:10pm

picture shows drums and spillage on embankment
loocking Northeast.



TDD# 5-8304-16 4/22/83
Chicago/ Sante Fe 3:15pm

Drums at base of embankment looking
North from SE:. end of site.

TDD# 5-8304-16 4/22/83
Chicago/ Sante Fe 3:20pm

Drums at base of embankment looking
Northeast from Southeast end of site.



